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Resumo: 

Professor is saying. She will certainly be giving you a context into which you can place your 

questions and observations. Second, understand that your paper should be of interest to other 

students and scholars. Remember that academic writing must be more than personal response. 

You must write something that your readers will find useful. In other words, you will want to 

write something that helps your reader to better understand your topic, or to see it in a new 

way. 3. This brings us to our final point:  Academic writing should present the reader with an 

informed argument.    To construct an informed argument, you must first try to sort out what you 

know about a subject from what you think about a subject. Or, to put it another way, you will 

want to consider what is known about a subject and then to determine what you think about it. 

If your paper fails to inform, or if it fails to argue, then it will fail to meet the expectations of the 

academic reader.   
 

Palavras-chave: Academic, known, about. 
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1.1.1.1. ConstructingConstructingConstructingConstructing    aaaan Informed Argument n Informed Argument n Informed Argument n Informed Argument     

1.1.1.1.1.1.1.1. What You Know What You Know What You Know What You Know     

When you sit down to write an academic paper, you'll first want to consider what you 

know about your topic. Different writing assignments require different degrees of 

knowing. A short paper written in response to a viewing of Alfred Hitchcock's Rear 

Window, for example, may not require you to be familiar with Hitchcock's other works. 

It may not even require you to have mastered the terms important to film criticism - 

though clearly any knowledge you bring to the film might help you to make a 

thoughtful response to it. However, if you are asked to write an academic paper on the 

film, then you will want to know more. You will want to have certain terms in hand so 

that you can explain what Hitchcock is doing in key moments. You will want to be 

familiar with Hitchcock's other films so that you can understand what themes are 

important to him and his work. Moreover, if you are watching this film in an upper-level 

film class, you will want to be aware of different critical perspectives on Hitchcock's 

films and on films in general, so that you can "place" your argument within the larger 

ongoing conversation. When you sit down to write an academic paper, ask yourself 

these questions: 

1.1.1.1.1.1.1.1.1.1.1.1. WWWWant to consider ant to consider ant to consider ant to consider     

When you sit down to write an academic paper, you'll first want to consider what you 

know about your topic. Different writing assignments require different degrees of 

knowing. A short paper written in response to a viewing of Alfred Hitchcock's Rear 

Window, for example, may not require you to be familiar with Hitchcock's other works. 

It may not even require you to have mastered the terms important to film criticism - 

though clearly any knowledge you bring to the film might help you to make a 

thoughtful response to it. However, if you are asked to write an academic paper on the 

film, then you will want to know more.  

You will want to have certain terms in hand so that you can explain 

what Hitchcock is doing in key moments. You will want to be familiar 

with Hitchcock's other films so that you can understand what themes 

are important to him and his work. Moreover, if you are watching this 

film in an upper-level film class, you will want to be aware of different 

critical perspectives on Hitchcock's films and on films in general, so that 

you can "place" your argument within the larger ongoing conversation. 

When you sit down to write an academic paper, ask yourself these 

questions. (AUTOR, <ano>, <página>) 
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